
The Power of Forgiveness

“Love is patient.

 Love is kind.

 Love does not envy.

 Love is not easily angered.

 Love keeps no record of wrongs.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-5

Step one:  We must understand what forgiveness is.

“The servant's master took pity on him.”  (Verse 27)

“Pity” literally means “compassion, empathy or shared sorrow.

“Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.”  Ephesians 4:32

We cannot really forgive until we have really been forgiven.

When it comes to forgiveness:

 We will never be good enough to deserve it!
 It is not for sale and we cannot earn it!
 If we have a personal relationship with Christ, forgiveness already belongs to us!

Step two:  Take the initiative.

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a master who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.”  (Verse 23) 

“But God shows his great love for us in this way: Christ died for us while we were still sinners.”  Romans 5:8 (NCV)

"So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has 

something against you leave your sacrifice there beside the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your 

sacrifice to God.”  Matthew 5:23 (NLT)

Our worship is worthless if it comes from an unforgiving heart!

Step three:  Choose to forgive.

“The servant's master took pity on him and canceled the debt.” (from verse 27)

“Cancel” literally means “to send away.”

Forgiveness is a choice that leads to a deliberate action, and then to an attitude.

Colossians 2:13 (NCV) God forgave all our sins. He canceled the debt, which listed all the rules we failed to follow. 

God has already charged our sins to His Son’s account and paid the price for our forgiveness.

Step four:  Let go of the hurt.
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“The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.” vs. 27

“There is no God like you. You forgive those who are guilty of sin …You will throw away all our sins into the deepest part of the 

sea.”  Micah 7:18-19 (NCV)

We must quit fishing in the emotional waters of our past! 

“Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath.  ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”  Romans 

12:19

Revenge was never intended for our hands. It belongs in the hands of God.

Step five:  Make forgiveness a habit.

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven 

times?’  Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seven times seventy.’”  Verses 21-22 

There should be no limit to our forgiveness because there is no limit to His forgiveness.

When we refuse to forgive, we become a prisoner of our own bitterness!

“If someone does wrong to you, forgive that person because the Lord forgave you.”  Colossians 3:13

If we make the choice to forgive God will supply the forgiveness.

Forgiveness is our greatest need, but it is also God’s greatest gift.

Final thoughts:

 Who in your life needs forgiveness from you today?

 Which step of forgiveness do you need to take today?

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

My one new truth: ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mary Southerland                                                                      
Web:  www.marysoutherland.com                                 
E-mail:  mary@marysoutherland.com


